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When Did Sport Become So c:%o::_mo

sporting summer of 2010;
what will be the enduring
memories of procoedings

this year, | wondor? Will it be Mo
Farah's momentous European Gold
in tho 10,000m? Maybo the Great
Britain swimming team’s best
ever poerformance at the Europoan

The first sportng reveitiors of note came
courtesy of cricket. England was playing host
to Palistan, as 2 potentaly competitie senss
was zbour 1o be contested. Only 2 few days
aof gory wers 1o be had, with fars cdebrating
the England men's t=am'’s 3-| series wdory
Little dicd we know that the actual explanation
for England’s apparent dormninance was thae
Pukiztan had other pncrties, whch dicn't
irvoive competaive cricket. As it trarepires,
four players from the Pakszan team were
alagecly acoepting money in retum for
delberzely bowing “no-bals”; information
that could potertially be used in diegal bettng
scarme. Cncket haes been long cted as “the < : .
gentlernan's game” and held up histooally as the gl and tachrical prowess of ourmational  year slons. Anacdatally, there have besn

a sport with high morad and ethical standards, sports stars, bu should we really be womad reparts of Rocney swewring 100 tmesin 2
Sa how haxs an horest sport E.u.,maw..bu about what they do off the ptchi Well, | I0-minute match. By my ciodsions, tat's
breeding ground for criminal acivity? suppose we should # it 2fiects what they o 1.11 abscengies par minste. Then thare's the

Thers = an arpument diming that cricketers on i john Terry's dleped extramartal afair ied  smoling, the drnking, the fation with matenial
(=spacally on the Indian subcorfinent) ame easiy to hz unprecedented sacking s the rational weakh, the apparers vists to masags pardours,
enticed by firancal “incentives” as they are captain becauss the maser directly afncted a the st poes on. It is no sacret thae professona
paid 2 great deal less than foothalers, pofers, teammate (Wayre Bridge). Yet, whenWiyre  foothallers are widsly recogresad 2= having 2
Formuh | crvess ang tennis players. Whlst Rooney diepadly decded to travel down the positve mpact on young people whether they
this = 3 terable sugeion, the impiciors sane route (in modhange for money), the ike it or not. | have no doubt that Rooney
are wide-rarging. Are we, in efiect, syping that exposure of sud ory actually mpraved his waoukd adknowledps this; however, ths
low-paid athletes are more kedy to cheat tan periormance 2= he found the back of the net achiation does not come wathout responshiiy.
those with ft pay packets? In 2009, Nekon agminst the Swass in the Euro 2012 qualfier in The dear distinctions between adivities

Fiquet junior was found guity of Formha | September on and off the pich are no longer mutualy
race fng, 50 perhaps the question we shoud. It is widely rcognized thae Rocoey put sxcusies. What view of sport is he portraying
be consdering is whether paying players to in bddustre displays in the sarfer World to the yourg; a distrtedd lesson n seffshress,
toss 2 couple of no-bals = viewsd 2 2 form of ﬁbguﬂ..iﬁuvoukﬁa..vﬂau rnrmordity and cheating!
cheating in Paliston. Maybe the acoeptance and. “mseracumicutar” activties e to blame. In my mind, the summer’s procesdings
reguianty of such events within the Fakitan Added to the rfideity are further camples herakled the destruction of the Conrthan
cricketing comimunity means that these aciors omanlnquu.nv.f.s&ogé d this ideals that once characisnised sport. It's

are conscerad unremarkable. Faced games,

No maser 1o wiat degres, are merningles.
Sport is zbout the competition, the spactads,
the desire to win and arousing paesion amongst
play=rs and specators ke What future then
for a game that has deviated =0 widely from its
argnal valuesi

The next queston, retigead by the summer's
“sporting” activives = Where does one cew
the ine between one's professional and
personal ife? Not a dificult query 1o answer
for the majorty of us, unkess of course you
are 2 Premier Leagoe foatbaler Being paid
gagantuan sums of money 2 week for kidang 2
bal around a fiekd 2pparerdy parmits what you
da in your spare time to be plahed al over
the newspapers. We al anjoy the spectade of

x time the relevant organeatons took 2 stand

m belors thase sports are permanently scarred
w by playmrs” imtolerable actons. As sport and

6 =xerdise professionals, the question we should
be addressng is whether the dernse of the
trus naturs of sport may be putting our roles at
rek or whether 2 is 2dding a new dimenson. B

Cloiro-Mario = 3 lechrer

spert prychalagy 3t fhe University

of Glomargas eré hos previosly

represeated feows oemdeting o e
A Wamen's Framier Lesgue.
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