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The Children’s Alliance is dedicated to a society that works for everybody by prioritising 
children, young people and families.

It is a pleasure to welcome each of you to our conference ‘The Child of Today is the Adult of 
Tomorrow’. As distinguished guests, everyone here has given of their time, values, skills, and 

acumen to better the lives of children, young people, and their families. I do hope our Programme 
provides a glimpse of contributions by peers, volunteers, and specialists and offers a chance to 

share experiences and ideas. 

Thank you for making your way to the Arena, our chosen conference venue due its alignment with 
the Conference aim. The Arena is renowned for its work in inclusive sport, pioneering new ways of 

bringing people together and unifying communities.

In the words of the University of Worcester’s Mick Donovan Pro Vice Chancellor Partnerships: -

 “The University of Worcester has demonstrated an outstanding and unique commitment to the 
embracing and supporting of lifelong opportunities which promote ‘being well’. Through many 
initiatives, such as working in partnership with sport’s national governing bodies and hosting 

a wide range of national senior and youth and community events, the Arena brings to life 
activity networks. A strong tradition of hosting overseas teams and staging major national and 

international events has been forged. We also affirm inclusivity of access believing that everyone 
should have the option to take part in physical activity, regardless of their circumstances. 

Consequently, at the Arena, a participant centric approach depicts opportunities for personal 
development and well-being alongside performance advancement. The tone captured by the 

vision for the much-acclaimed Arena has evolved over the years and remains a truly inspirational 
space”.

The raison d’être of the Children’s Alliance is to support the lives of children and young people. 
Through its campaign work, the Children’s Alliance targets opportunities to enhance life conditions 

for children, young people, their families, and carers. It seeks to ‘work for the next generation’ 
to raise awareness of children’s circumstances and influence their futures through policy and 

community.

Through today’s collaboration between the Children’s Alliance and the University of Worcester 
Business School, we recognise the proverb ‘it takes a village to raise a child’. Welcome villagers to 
our inaugural conference. Together we will explore ways and means to raise children in a safe and 
healthy environment and establish that right for all children through their life course into productive 

and contented adulthood. 

WELCOME TO THE UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER ARENA AND 
THE INAUGURAL CHILDREN’S ALLIANCE CONFERENCE

Dr Pamela F Murray 
BA, MSc, MPhil, MA, PhD, PGCert
Senior Lecturer in Leadership & Organisational Behaviour
Worcester Business School
Children’s Alliance Ambassador
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