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Holroyds,
Barcombe, Lewes,
Sussex.

Barcombe 67
5th December, 1960.

A, B, L. COOk, Esq-,
134, Chairborough Rd.,
High Wycombe, Bucks..

Dear Mr. Cook,

Thank you for your letter which far from
belpg presumptuous gave me very grest pleasure.
I do get a great many letters from children, but
those from discriminating adults are particularly
welcomé€ ! How very kind of the four of you to
acknowledge that ry work has given you so much
pleasure through the years, I appreciaste this
very much.

I do get a few requests from time to time for
the Lone Piners to grow up, and most of these come
from girls and I think this is & very healthy sign!
They want to know, of course, whether David and Peter,
Penny and Jon, Tomwgt and the incurably romantic Jenny
are eventually going to get happily married,

I am beginning to think that fifteen l.one Pine
hooks will be gulte enough, so that in the last two
we must get some of these youngsters settled .

The trouble up to now has been that the irritating
twins are so popular with Eoung readers that many

of them start reading the Lone Pine booke at the age
of nine, and I do not think that children under the
age of about twWwelve are very much interested in
romance., I must, as a professional, keep my readers
8s long as possible, so I have been trying to com-
bromise,

Anyway, my thanks to you all, and my very best wishes
- together with those of the Lone Piners - to you for
Christmas and in case you would like to know something about
my other books I am sending you lists of them all. '

o mQA{;
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Malcolm Savil



Holroyds,
Barcombe, Lawes,

Sussex,

Barcombe 261

’ 30th Cctober, 1962

Anthony B. L. Coock, Esq.,
"St. ¥Nicholas",

134 Chairborough Road,
figh Wycombe,

Bucks,

Dear Mr. Cook,

Your friendly letter made my day last Priday,
and I do want to thank you for writing as you have
done.

Of course I am glad to0 know that my "Country"
and"Seaside” books have given pleasure, and I can
assure you that I would like tc be able to write
- more books of this sort, but the Book Trade is not
easy in these days and I expect I shall have to wait
a year or two before my publishers are ready to go
ahead with another of these delightfully produced
books.

Cbviousliy I am very pleased that you have
enjoyed "“"not Scarlet but Gold". I have had one or
.two letters of criticism from boys, but nothing but
enthusiasm from girls, so I think we can take it
that Peter and David are reascnably settled nowl

I intend my next Lone Pine book to be about Jon
and Fenny because T would rather 1like to do another
Lone Pine story against my own Sussex background, and
then we will just have to see whether the series is
to go on. I am sure we cannot follow the older hero
and heroine into matrimony, but there isn't any real
reason why we now can't go back in time and perhaps
give a special story or two to Jenny &nd Tom, and even

perhaps to the twins, who will have to grow up some
time. '

con't




In the spring of next year I have got a new
book coming out in the Buckinghams series, snd I
am wondering whether you have read the first three -
"The Master of Maryknell", "The Buckinghams ai
Ravenswyke" and "The Long Pagsage". The new one
will be called "A Palace for the Buckinghams" and
it i1s mainly & London story with a different, but
1 hope agreeable, hero and heroine, It would be
nice to know what you think of it as you are such
a Lone Pine enthusiasit.

My bvest thanks again to you, your wife and
your friends who have stayed by me for so long, and

I can only add my hope that I am going to give you
all some more pleasure for many years to come.

Yours sincerely,

oo

Malcolm Saville




Liptle Tof?,
28 Hartfield Road,
Seaford, Sussex
Seaford 4349
October 23, 1967.

A.C.L. Cook, lksg., R
"St. llichelas",

134 Chairboreugh R&.,
High Wycombe, Bucks.

Dear Fr. Cook,

Your letter of October 15th, which has been forwarded to my
more recent address has plven me great pleasure - and certainly
plenty of encouragement.

I am not sure how far you have got in the "Lone Pine" saga
but from what you say I am wondering whether you have read THE
AN WITH THREE FINGERS which deals with the romance of Tom and
Jenny to whom I have become very attazched over the years.

Let me say at once that T am under contract to write at
least two more "Lone Pine" books and it may be that I shall
start the 17th some time next year, but I am not at all snre what
the theme will be. I suppose it sHould deal with Jorn and Penny
Fut I g6t HYSeIr THCE 3 Iy HeEE WItH S £ ATS GArE
days because they are cousins. Perhape youiaad’ '
critiecs could give me some advice about this?

I must confess I doubt if young resders to=day, would be
very interested ir how the "Lone Piners" face up to many of the-
seriovs problems of the late 1960's. As you know, I have always
been keen on stressing the eternal verities and family relations =
but w. shall see, and I may get an idea which will start me off
again within the next few months.

L was very flaitered to hear that you all felt hat the series
iz not really dated, I had realized this and it is a fact that
children are extemely conservative, even about illustrations te
their stories. T actually had a letter the other day from a child
who said how much she liked the pictures in MYSTERY AT WITCHELD,

And tallking of WITUHEND, which is very okviously the one that
does date, you may be interested to know that although this wae
published in 1943 it is still selling as nmany copies each year
as any other of the fitles except the latest,

I think you will alsc be interested to know that by the end
of hext year almost all the '"Lone Pine' bools will be in paperback.

{over)




iy e V0

Four are now published by "Armada", but these will be taken over
by the Paul Hamlyn Group who now contrcl George Newhes and are
published in soft covers with very much more appto-date illust-
rations. LONE PINE FIVE and SAUCERS OVER THE MOOR have just
appeared. e

I den't think many children over 12 are reading "Lone Fine™
books now but of ecourse they do start on the series at 'a much

younger age than they did in the 19%0's. For this remson therefore,

I have started a new series of Secret Service thrillers in which
the youngest characters are of undergraduate age and I should

very much iike your opinion on these. ‘Again I have been surprised
by the fact that some children of eleven and twelve enjoy them

but I have started writing sbout Marston Baines and his young
friends because I believe that the young adolescent needs some-
thing of this sort, COME PO LONDON has been well received by the
eritids but as you so truly say, authors cannot live on books
borrowed from Public Libraries. §

For younger children I have just written STRANGE STOHY which
will be publisKed next week. This too is an experiment.

Thank You again for your letter and with every good wish to
you and your friends. ' :

Yours sincerely,

R S R S




Lirtie Tofz,
28 Harifield Road,
Seaford, Sussex

WP 19th, 1968

Dear rr.Cook,
Thankyou for your letter cof the 13th,Nov,

I was most intcrested to read of your work and, of course,
it seems admirable that anyone to-day should think it worth while
to interest children mn books.

I'm not at all sure that Fublisghers sunply all their authors

ith Publicity material - in fact I think it extremely doubtiul, I

* rather exceptional beczuse I have always encouraged readers to
write to me and, up to a point, I suppose that it has paid off. Loz,
expenses of production ete. are going vup all the time and Publishers
are desperate in their atimpts to keep prices down. The truth is that
the demand for children's fiction is declining except in the paper-
back market. reople in this country do not BUY enough books. They
will borrow themt

IONE PINE is a problem. I am writing = new one now but all 16

of the previous hardbacks are now out of print snd I have had to change
Fublishers and am now going to Ceilins. This will be fine in & Yyear
or s0 as by October 1969 there will be the new one and hardback reprints
of five old ones. And graduslly all the L.P's will g0 into ARMADA parer-
backs. At present there is no Fublicity material for this series available
but it might be possible to send cut some duplicated sheets or something
of that soet but all derends on the Publisher's willingness to supply
it. Anyway I send you samples of what I am sending o, at present and if
any of it is of interest let me know and I will tellwho to approach.
STRANGE STORY publisched by Mowbrays should be a winner but I don't suppose

t they have got many of these leaflets left. But your proposition might
well interest them very much and they might do you a special leaflet. 1
Just don't know. Heinegamns might play alse. And Brockhampton micht send
you some of those blue leailets about their Knight Books. Lf you like
to try them I can tell you +to whom you should write.

Just look all this through =2nd let me know what you think and I'21
help you further if I can.

Dest wishes,

Tours jm QVZ;



From MALCOLM SAVILLE, LITTLE TOFT, 28 HARTFIELD ROAD, SEAFORD, Sussex
Author of the Lone Pine Books

M A~ J/Lwn!/m Ma'at Punp
M /j~ N J

Mystery at Vitchend - White Gates - The Gay Dolphin Adventure . The Secret of Gre
alls - Lone Pine Five - The Elusive Grasshopper - The Neglected Mountain . Saucers Over the
Moor - Wings Over Witchend - Lone Pine London - The Secret of the Gorge - Mystery Mine - Sea

Witch Comes Home - Mot Scarlet but Gold - Treasure at Amorys - Man With Three Fingers.




Tel: High Wycombe (01494) 530785 “St. Nicholas™
134 Chairborough Road
High Wycombe
Bucks
HPi 2 3HW

8th February 2006

Dear Dr Bigger,

I found the enclosed in my first
edition copy of "Home Tec Witchend" (P/B) and
thought it worth sending to join the other letters
I sent to you some year or so ago.l think I had
written to MS to ask why this book had been issued in
paperback rather than hardback ?.

Sincerely,

Anthony.E.L:Cbok_j




oy Lot
® b o ey

/WA/" VTV /é W whuns)

whq s lmded
/ﬂwgfj\:%/{fu ?_M Jv.m/( C’&wx‘t'(»
Ateny;

M. §F ﬁ&ﬁ'ﬁﬂt‘ % W indsny
o Kbt /7 .N;M
AI-L /\»Zm //-wm .
¢ lz'jw\//u V"-’7 ”M"’hf

@M@@




From Malcolm Saville Little Toft,
28 Harlfield Road,

/d/ y/ 2 Seaford, Sussex
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from Malcolm Saville Little Toft 28 Hartfield Road
author of Seaford
Dark Danger Sussex

Power of Three

The Purple Valley

Three Towers in Tuscany

White Fire é. 7 ’
The Dagger and the Flame %

Come to London
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These books are published by Heinemann an obtainable from Bookshops
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From Malcolm Saville Little Toft,

28 Hartfield Road,
2’ ~ F -~ Seaford, Sussex
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Chelsea Cottage
Winchelsea
Sussex

Winchelsea 449 22- 1~ 73
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From Malcolm Saville Chelsea Cottage
Winchelsea

11 APR 1978 Sussex TN36 4HU
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MISCELLANEOUS

oy Lodgan

Copy of letger to {falecolm Saville

141 Lorkton Lane
Kettaring
Northants

5th January, 1940

Uear #r. Saville,

I am taking tnis opportunity to thank you very much indaeed for.
writing the Lone Pine stories. 1In the last few months, eépacially,
they have come to mean a lot to me; the characters have bekome real
people and the events true happenings in which I shars., Iilike o
consider myself the tenth Lone Riner. 3

. You could not possibly imagine how much I wish that thase _}
storles are truely real and that I was involved with them, T +hark
you again, for dedicating some of the Looks "to all Loneg Fifers of
all ages everywnare." [ find consolation in that I am beini

n

N

888§, 3@

i1 the .

F 4

. 5 ] y
Une pasticular characteristic of the Lone Pine adventufes is 4

the tremendous emtion and unsaid feeling that bonde the Lone riners

togsther, and which shows mors than just loyalty, You and I will

think espedally of Pgter and David, brought to a height In "Aome

to witehend", Another one, of many Factors anout thase stories,

that 1 lovs and adgmire, is the way that the reader is able to

recognise a criminal or friend oy tha description given of him or

ner in previous adventures. For examwple, I was able to recogniss

Madame Ceristaiel ss the dallingar as soon as Lucinda Lray opened

tie boutique in "Lons Pine Landon",

coneidered &s a lLone Piner by somegns oiher than mysslf, P
if you do reply to this letter, could you tell me how to ca
¢ ty of the pee-wit? I would then feel really complste.

.. Is "Home to wWitebend" to be the last of the series? I certainly
do hot hope so but you seem to have left the story with such a
perfact ending, if this was your intention. Somehow, ] thin¢ that
i should resent Kevin, Hroek, Nickolas and Fenctlia at first, for
I share Peter's view of many months sgo in "The Secret of Gray walls',
uwhen she wondered if the intrusion of Jon and Penny would spolil the.
club for her. I, too, like Petsr, nave fair plaits andudream vigédly
of past evants and of future happsnings. However, the club will
always be as alive for me as it is for Dickis and #ary, Por no matter
who joins, it is tna spirit of the Lone Pine that is important. Davic
bickie, iary, Jon, Penny and Peter will, though, always be glozest
toa me since tha first few bocks tnat [ read deal with their
adventures,

1 hope that you realise that 1 feel more deaply about the Larnc
Piners than I could sver express. 1 hops, too, that I have not tesn
prasumptious in telling you tnis and plessa do reply to my lettsr.

Yours loyal,
MCLANIE CROUCH {age 14)
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Chelsea Cottage

Winchelsea . East Sussex
TN36 4HU
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from Malcolm Savifle Little Toft 28 Hartfield Road
author of : Seaford
The Purple Sussex |
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WITCHEND, 1970
PHOTOS Christine Walker




From MALCOLM SAVILLE, LITTLE TOFT, 28 HARTFIELD ROAD, SEAFQRD, Sussex
Author of the Lane Pine Books
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Mystery at Witchend . “Serth White Gates - The Gay Dolphin Adventure - The Secrec of Gre - I

Walls - Lone Pine Five - The Elusive Grasshopper - The Neglected Msuntain - Saucers QOwer the
Moor - Wings Over Witchend - Lone Pine London - The Secret of the Gorge - Mystery Mine - Sea
Witch Comes Home - Not Scarlot but Gold - Treasure at Amorys - Min With Three Fingers

From MALCOLM SAYILLE, LITTLE TOFT, 28 HARTFIELD ROAD, SEAFORD, Sussex
Author of the Lone Pine Books
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Mystery at Yitchend -\--Jﬁ ¥White Gates - The Gay Dolphin Adventure -
Walls - Lone Pine Five - The Elusive Grasshopper - The Neglected Mountain - Saucers Over the
Moor . ¥Wings Over Witchend - Lane Pine London - The Secrot of the Gorge » Mystery Mine - Sea
Witch Comes Home - Mot Scarlet but Gold - Treasure at Amorys - Man With Three Fingers.
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ALWAYS LOOK FOR THE SIGN OF THE PINE



Malcolm Saville,

Little Toft,

28 Hartfield Road,

Seaford, PI N E
Sussex.

Dear ’f;'\\-l

Thank you for your application to join the original LONE PINE CLUB. I
am sorry to tell you that since this invitation was made in some of the older
editions of the Lone Pine stories it has heen decided to close the Club in that
particular form. This is because the many new and enthusiastic readers of
the Lone Piner's adventures prefer to start their own Lone Pine Clubs amongst
their own friends, so that between them they can save up and buy the books for
themselves. Some of these local Clubs make up their own secret code for
sending messages to each other, and some have been responsible for organizing
events which have raised money for such worthy causes as "Shelter" and local
Charities.

The list on the back of this letter is no longer quite up-to-date, but the
green leaflet I enclose gives full details of the 18 Lone Pine adventures, 12 of
which are now in paperbacks. I am also sending you an Order Form for these.

For a few months the hardbacks are more difficult to get hecause the demand
for them has been so heavy, but I would like you to know that with the latest
adventure, STRANGERS AT WITCHEND, Collins have also published splendid
new editions of RYE ROYAL, LONE PINE LONDON and THE ELUSIVE GRASS-
HOPPER. These are ready now and can be ordered through Bookshops at
13/- (65 p.) each.

About May 1971, Collins will also publish an exciting NEW hardback
edition of 5 more Lone Pine adventures (Numbers 1, 2, 3, 15 and 16, on the
green leaflet) at about 7/~ (35 p.) each. I hope you will make your own
collection of these later.

Meanwhile, because I know you are a keen reader I would like you to accept
the new Lone Pine badge and try to form a local Club with four or five friends.

My best wishes to you and I am glad to know that my books give you pleasure.
Some of them will always be available in paperbacks. Ask for them in the
shops, but if you cannot get what you want send the money direct to the addresses
given on the leaflets.

Yours sincerely

PP Mot Sl Sanlts
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