Malcolm Saville Letters, to Mary Cadogan, 1980-1982
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Chelsea Cottage

Winchelsea . East Sussex
TN36 #4HU

‘Wincheleea 449 (sTD 079 76}

21st January, 1980

Ms. Mory Cadogan
24 Southend Road
Beclenham

Kent BR? 18D

Dear Mary,

It was good of you to ring me up the otk o day and as usual I
enjoyed a chat with y-u.

Whether or not you have been in touch with Collinsz I do not
know, but I have had some rntner disguieting news frox tlem regarding
Lone Ping in Armadsas, the sales of which 'fell off rather badly last year'.
I have not yet had an opportunity of speaking to Marion Lloyd personally
about the situation, but what distresses me so much is that I have put
so many of my eggs into the Collins' basket at their request. Their
policy has been to drop other series including the Buckinghams, and
then after asking me to write the Brown Family stories specially for
younger readers, they have now virtuaily dropped this in order to ‘concentrate
on Lone Pine'. They then proceeded to sell out of their hardbacks so
there are no supplies now for ILibraries, and I finished the series with
HOME TC WITCHEND, giving them this particdar title as an Armada Original,
and selling the hardbsck rights to Severn Howse. Incidentally the latter
have done well with the hardback and have asked me to write an entirely
new Lone Pine story for them, znd which I suppose I should held the
paperback rights. This particular item of news is confidential,

Anyway the situation now is that out of twenity Lone Pine paperbacks
six are now 'reprinting', which means that there will be an interval of
at least nine months while they are unavailable to my readers, who
continue to ask for them in order to complete their set.

As T know you are studying this tangled situation of children's
paperbacks, I would like to make i% clear that I have remarkable daily
evidence from rsaders who admire the series and want mere, and I have no
deukt that Collins = and possibly any other paperback publisher - are
unatle to reach my particular readership, and in this particular case the
fact is that so far Collins have been unable to get Lone Fine over properly.
My public, as I am sure you will agree, is entirely different from their
big sellers the Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew.

I am enclosing a copy of what I think is the best letter about
Lone Pine that I lwe ever received from a reader. Hope to see you soon

and thanks for your interest. Yours er,



Chelsea Cottage
Winchelsea
Sussex TN36 4HU
Winchelsea 449 (STD 072 76

10th March, 1980

Ms, Mary Cadogan
24 Southend Road
Beckenham

Kent BR3 18D

Dear Mary,

I was delighted to hear from Marion Lloyd
that you have had a word together and she tells
me that you are preparing a piece about me for
the new Literary Review. I am not sure what this
is, but, of course, I am delighted that you are
going to feature my work. Do let me know nore
this in due course.

I think you may be interested to lknow that
at last 1 have succeeded in getting a new agent
and am now working happily with Gerald Pollinger
of Laurence Pollinger Ltds I am also being very
strongly tempted to write yet another Lone Pine
story and I wonder what you would think of this
idea.’

I enclose, just for your interest, two
letters which I received on the same day and

which may be of interest to you for your plece.

Yours ever,

Malcolm Saville
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24 Southend Road,
B Beckenham,
S Kent BR% 18D

10th April 41980

Dear Malecolm,

It was nice to speak to you yepﬁerday, and I hope that we shall
meet soon. As promised, T raturﬁéherqwith the lettersyou have sent
me recently to read. They reallﬁ'ére_marvéi!buﬂ;‘and it must give
you tremendous satisfaction to knoﬁ that you have influenced so many
young people in a positive WaY . ' ‘

As I suggested yestefday, your agent might feel that Methuen
could be approached about some of your titles. They keep Enid Blyton's
school stories in print ig_bardback - and in paper too, I think. I
don't have any special doﬁtécts there though I believe that Jane
Nissén now works in their children's books editorial ¢ epartment, and
;wh . Ihthinkpghé i & very nice pefson.__(l don't know, however, ?hether
she deals with fiction or non-fiction.) ‘ '
I hope that we shall bé able to meet again sometime goon.
B Tet me know when you are likely to be in London with time to spare.
E I am so glad that you are contemplat ing ancther Lome Pine book, and
) I am pleased too that you will continue with the Shropshire book.
; With kindest wishes,

As ever,



S ——

Chelsea Cottage

Winchelsea . Sussex
TN3I6 4HU

Winchelsea 449 (sTn 079 76)

14th April, 1980

Ms. Mary Cadogarn,
2% Southend Road
Beckenkkm

Kent BR3 15D

Dear Mary,

- I was @lighted to hear from you on tine telephone and ithank
you =slso for your letter of April 10th.

What you told me about Methuem acutally reprinting some
Blyton hardbacks is very interesting, but, of course, they almost
certainly have got the full copyright of these books because as you
know Enid was writing for about four different publishers with a
different series at the same time!l!

] Yes, I do think that we should meet zgain in London and I
should like this very much, T T ’

I have just had an interesting and very friendly neeting
with Judith Elliott, who as you know is a director of Heinemann and
alsec in charge of Helnemann Young Books. [ cannot remember whether
I have discussed my Marston Baines series with you, but as Heinemann
hold a 50% interest in the paperback rights of these seven books, they
have been md&ing tremendous efforts to get these paperbacked, but have
had no success s0 far, and meanwhile one of the hardbacks has gone out
cf print.

I asked Judith whether she had ever met you and told her
how much I wvalued our particular associatior, I asked her if she
would like to meet you and, of course, she agreed at once, so I would
like you both to come te lunch with me ab the Lanedewne Club when we
can fix a date, If you will suggest two dates (Mondays and Wednesdays
are really impossible for me) 1f you are agreeable and I will then ask
Judith to fit in with one of them. I am sure that you will both enjoy
each others company!

Have you noticed that Southern Televisilon are about to start
a new boolk feature, This was mentioned briefly in last week's ""Bookselle
but I have no further details, but am hoping to get some more news
within the next few days. This should be of particular interest to
you I feel,




T am very glad to have your opinion that another Lone Fine
ook viould be valuable, and I think that I sholl certalnly have to
do this, if only for financial reasons.

411 good wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Skl

Malcolm Saville
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Chelsea Cottage

Winchelsea . Sussex
TN36 4HU

Winchelsea 449 (s1D 079 76)

2lst July, 1980

Ms. Fery Cadogan
>4 Southend Road
Beclkenham

Kent DR3 18D

De=r Mery,

It is a long time since we met, but if you are not going
away on holiday scon, do give me a few dates when we could meet for
lunch again in London, and we can give each other some up to date news.

I am not sure whether you are a subscriber &F "Books for
Keeps", but I do remenmber talking to you about this and I think I told
you th=t they had come down here to interview me. Anyway here is the
result and I think you will azree that they have certainly done me
proud, I azm now despatching the result to my many friends in the
publishing world,

In locking through your file I notice that I wrote to you on
Mareh 10th referring to a piece that you were going to write about me
for "the new Literary Review'". Did anything every come of this, because
I should be most interested to sce what you had to sayl

You mzy be interested to know that Marion Lloyd has had her
baby, but will not be back at St, James's Place until October, Meanwhile
we are discussing rather vaguely the possibility thot Collins might like
to have a new Lone Pine story and T am now in touch - although we have
not yet met personally for discussion = with Mury Danby, who is Marion's
advigory editor, I hope to meet her within the next few weeks, but she
is just going off on holiday.

I should have teld you that I had a wonderful day at the
Abbey Wood School under the direction of Tamsyn Imison, who you will
remember meeting at our Lutterworth party., But more about this and
another wvisit to a very big comprehensive in Wolverhampton when we meet,

Anyway do let me know when you are free and lets meet and
have another gossip.

Yours ever,

~ 3 le,



Chelsea Cottage
Winchelsea . Sussex
TN36 40U

Winchelsea 449 (sTp 079 76}

22nd August, 1980

Ms,. Mary Cadogan
24 Southend Road
Beckenham

Kent BR3 15D

Dear Mary,

I have just realised that you have not acknowledged my letter
of July 21st and I cennot help wondering whether all is well with you,

Actually I am having rather a troubled time at the moment as
Mrs, Saville has been rather 11l and is only now recuperating at home
on a very strict diet and has to be x=rayed again in about a month's
time before they decide whether to operate. She is not gravely ill
now, but obviously life has been rather disorganised for us both.

As it is unlikely that I shall be able to come up to London
in the near future, I would like fo know that all is well with you
because I should hate to lose touch.

With regard to my last letter, I have now heard from Mary
Danby that Collins do not want another Lone Pine atory for Armada.
But more about this situation when we are able tc meet or have a word
on the telephone.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

Malcolm Saville

e P P e, SR it . s



Chelsea Cottage
Winchelsea
Sussex TN36 4HU

Winchelsea 449 (STD 079 76) / 57/// %,
iy

b
e i

JeL Jun

i, p
will Ao /‘J*t?& I s :/u/w
4

CLRIu~"eh. In
Il I lene foe o
gt 2, S

il b Dhaatoan
}fm 0‘{4)»7 k:z/ QM T




[5 Awlbone onr muhi
f{néﬂwa.. N&WJLM 9:7«%'&;2
| sairud g M
b @/ﬁ Gt hot Nao
rerng S dnwunk e
Il 7 WD%}W%&U
ou, | Mhght €y ¢
Mot wlew 1o wlvmie uyﬂ]
0 o Aushuon 1w [l bt /
/\M\L‘M} ' MG benst wie
Foens” for e, Sisd 1 Ul
Wi Bollow MM&}M /:7 /}r;e
{ a4
WWQ |/ Y s

$ U
‘(‘M”ﬁm) ot 0F.




;z,u 74/
Juprk k::/i h%(] 2 /7 }"M



(7 A’MJZ e e Wah. hureh
w (U Vﬁ’f’“% /o
/2t ﬁ«)\ v‘dbdﬂv»j (o He M’Uf

g R v

, /

,J Y /%K%?
/AL n;%kw w/)

g W il Fbnlon 9
/M:WM/» Balode Kook

9 an/*
Bt oo o m%ﬁ
w M/J

b / LS TANA
f%« MIZ( 'ZMW /Oizﬂa

I N&W/W V‘/‘%
71
éﬁ;;’)lii Ut~ ] vand * %‘/‘




eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee



from Malcolm Saville Chelsea Cottage
author of Winchelsea
Dark Danger Sussex TN36 4HU
Power of Three

The Purple Valley

Three Towers in Tuscany
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These books are published by Heinemann and are obtainable from Bookshops
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from Malcolm Saville Chelsea Cottage
author of Winchelsea
Dark Danger Sussex TN36 4HU
Power of Three

The Purple Valley

Three Towers in Tuscany

White Fire

The Dagger and the Flame

Come to London
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These books are published by Heinemann and are obtainable from Bookshops
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16 MAR 1981

/f-*om Malcolm Saville

Chelsea Cottage, Winchelsea, Sussex, TN36 4HU




Chelsea Cottage

Winchelsea . Sussex
TN36 4HU

Winchelsea 449 (sT0 079 76)

30th March, 1981

Mrs. Mary Cadogan
24 Southend Road
Beckenham

BR3Z 15D

Dear Mary,

We have been very hectic lately trying to sell this house
and I really ocannot mmember whether I sent you the current Newsletter.
In case I did not here is yours, 5

4
I write now to remind you that we are off to Madeira at the
end of this week and shall not be home hers until the Tuesday after
Faster.

Meanwhile we have sold this house, but at the moment have
nowhere else to live, although we hope to move towards the end of
May either to Lewes or Tunbridge Wells.,

I have been clearing through some of my files and find a
letter from Anna Locke of Heinemann of February 15th, 1979. She refers
to your interest in Marston Baines because you are writing a book
about children's spy stories for Panguin’ I believe I managed to
find you a copy of POWER COF THREE but I should like to Xnow whether
your Penguin book has been published and I look forward to hearing from
you on our return,

I bope your affairs prosper and that we shall not lose touch,

All good wishes,
Yours gincerely,

Malcolm Saville
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MALCOLM SAVILLE
8 DELVES WAY
- RINGMER, LEWES
EAST SUSSEX
BNB BJU

LY

28th September, 1981,

Ms. Mary Cadogan.

Dear Mary,

I was glad to have a word with you on the telephone some wecks ago,
and I know I told -you then of the crisis which has arisen with Collins
over LONE PIKE, You will remember that we mentioned the possibility of
getting this series back on to radio, but I realise that there are no
such programmes for children now. I think we mentioned Barbara Sleigh,
whe ¥iramatised the early stories for the old Childrens Hour, and I would
certainly approach her altheough T am not sure even whether she is alivel
Do you think you could find this out for me?

I don't know whether you see The Bookseller regularly, but not very
long ago there was an extremely interesting article by a school librarian,
who was also a bit of a writer, on children's reading. He uses the pen-
name of Zero Keller, and I was so impressed by his views that I wrote %o
him and we have since met. It transpires that he and his family are
enthusiastic "Lone Piners', and he die& furious about Collins decision and
wrote an interesting piece, a copy of which I enclese, in confidence, for
you to see\ . He has sent this in the form of a letter to The Bookseller,
but I am not surprised thzt they have not published it I should be glad
if you would return this copy. I have had similar complaints from other
schoecls.

Apart from LOWNE PIKE I have one item of good news and that is WONDS
FOR ALL SEASOHS is geoing to be paperbacked by Lion. They hope to get it
out before Christmas but they haven't confirmed the date yet - probably
November.

A1l for now,

Yourg ever,

/

Mzlcolm Saville

ﬁMt }( Mm‘h é )vawx /A'-'- i?
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24 Southend Boad, Beokenham, Kent, BR3 18D
16th Qotober 1581

Dear Nulcolm,

Nany thanks for your letter of 2Eth September and it was, as
always, good to hear from you. I'm sure Barbara Sleigh im still oing
stréng, sz 1've been gent one of her books this week to review! 8o
it would be possible to write to her cars of her publiashers. But
first I'd like to talk to Colinm Clurxk of “cdder & Stoughton about the
Lone Pine books. Ne's awey in Yermany mow for the Book Fair,
and 1 hope to meet him sgain on his return, when I could suggest the
Lone Pine gdmsibility - including the idea of a radio serializstion .
of 'Witchend' = to bhim. Let's be in touch again about this in Noveabar,
shall we?

I was very lmpressed with the letter from Lecnard Hill (Jero Keller).
I return this herewith, as requested. Perbaps later on, espescially
Af ancthex publisher becomes interested in the lLone Pine bookps Nr. Hill
could help in publicliaing them through his library, sto.

I'nm delighted to hear thet Lion are going to paperbuck
WORDS FOR ALL 3EASONS. Rapeciaully if this 1s in time for Chrisimas,
please ask them to send me & copy as I may be doing & piece on
books for Children for Chrisimas and would love to mention this book,
I'11 write aguin after I've besn in touch with Colin Clerk.

With kindest recards to you and your wife.

/



MALCOLM SAVILLE
9 DELVES WAY
RINGMER, LEWES
EAST SUSSEX
BNE 5JU

19tk Octobetr, 19B1.

Me. Mary Cadogan,

24, Southend Road,
BECKENHAM, ‘
Eent. BR3 1SD.

Bear Mary,

I was delighted tc have your letter of October 16th and I am prate-
ful, as usualff, for your news and comments.

I will certainly write some time to Barbara Sleigh, but I should be
grateful if you would let me kmow who is her publisher, and it would be nice
to think we could tempt her te do mome sort of LONE PINE radie serialisation
which at the moment, as you know, is rather tricky,.

The point is this. I am no longer dealing with A.P. Watt, who are
merely hanging on ‘o thosfoortracts which they actually handled for me, but
I am prebably going to Pollinger (Gerald). He knows about LONE PINE and ocux
plan, as far as it has gone, is that we wait until about next March when the
last of the Armada LONE PINES are out of print and I then hold ALL Rights,

Gerald P, thinks that the best proposition would then be te try and
sell the lot in one parcell and if in the meantime I just sée whether we counld
get Barbara Bleigh's interest it wouléd ecertainly strengthen the appeal of the
witole project., Of course I will keep in touch with you about this, I must
tell you that some months ago, when the LONE PINE problem wem beogme acute, I
wrote direetly to Jane Osborné"who in the past would have been very glad to
heve LONE PINE. Whem I did approach her tentatively she was pretty firm in
the fact that they would not want the project at all,

I do know Celin Clark, but had forgotien that he is now with Hodders,
but I mee no reason why you should not mention LONE PINE to him, though it
would probably be unwise to tell him that I am now with Pollinger,

I can also tell you that I am in touch with a emall Canadian firm who
specialise in childrens titles which they sell to school suppliers, and they
have just reprinted in paperback a hook called THE TEIN GREY MAN which was
originally published by Machillens in hardback and eventually found its way
into Armada. It is possible that they might be interested in the LONE PIKE
"parcel™, and I know that they are anxious to market some of their titles in
Britain,.

X Nw a Dintssy ﬂ Mot Cont'd/ee. 24
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That chap Leonard Hill has, I am sure, sent a letter about LONE PINE
to the T.E.S5,, and he would certainly do all he could if we ever get them back
on the market. )

With regard to WORDS FOH ALL SEASONS, T am fairly cértain now that in
spite of lions hope of November publication that this 1s off, and they will now
try to get it out before Baster, which is really gquite a good time, I don't
feel that this is primarily a childrens beook, but I should appreciéte it vexy
much if you could mention the Lutterworth hardback as being suitable ae a
Christmas present for "young adulis",

Thanks so mach for your geood wishes, and be sure that I will keep in
touch.

Yours ever,

J Malcolm Saville

P.S." In your Christmas piece I should be most grateful if you could mention '
MARSTON BAINES, because alihough these are not yet paperbacked I have
plenty of evidence that these are now being ready by some children as
young ag 11, Bix of the titles are still im print,
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4th January, 1982,

Mz. Na.ry_Cadoi;an. 624 g P
g ’ Qverbt,u'y venue, gr 9. 8 gs

Kent, Ba3 2P7,

Dear Maxy, /L /el "

Thank you so much for your Christmas Card and good wishes. We are
always pleased to hear from you, but we didn't send any cards this year as
we have been having an extremely anxious time with our younger daughter,
who has lost the sight of her right eye after an operation for a tumour,

I am pleased to say that this hes proved o be banign, and she is now at
home and making very slow but steady progress, but such a tragedy was very
upsetting for all the family, and what with visits to hospital, ete,, there
was not much time left for the usual Christmas preparations.

Now may I refer to your letter fo me of Qctober 16th snd my reply of
the 19th, and I should be most grateful if you would let me know whether
you were able to contact Colin Olark, and whether he would be interested in
LONE PINE, It would also be very helpful if you could let me know Barbars
Sleigh's publisher so that I could write to her as you suggesied.

I see that I mentioned the Cenadian firm when I last write, and I have
now got a copy of THE THIN GREY MAN, and they have done it very well. I am
trying now to see if I can sell him some of my other out—of—print titles,

With very best wishes to you and yours for 1982, but I am sure that all
of us dealing with words both wriiten and printed are in for a very tough

time,

/re W.A‘m, R send 2t
4 0;7? Yo 77(27 wag du%% Koose.

Do keep in touch.
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THE PARISH OF ST. GEORGE, BECKENHAM, KENT.
Rector: The Reverend Jeremy Saville, 14 The Knoll, Beckenham BR3 2JW

01 - 650 0983
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