Letters, Malcolm Saville to Mary Cadogan, starting 1978.

12th September 1978

De:r Mr. Saville,

I have been scked to wiite & pisce on you for & forthcoming PEMGUIR
book‘nbdut ohildrentn uriters, and T an at yresent-enjoyin‘ 8 good dip
orce ag&in into many of your stories.

" 1 have e pretty comprehensive collection of the Lone Pins,
Buckipghems, and Susan and Bill books tul I do not have sny of the
Kerston 3aln§a pories. I partioularly want to stress the way in which
you write for different age laveln 80 I feel 1 must read these bocks.

Do you by ang chance have any reading copies whiah I might hsve? Falling
thiz a oonplota list 81 ithe titlas in: thia atrios would be very hslpful,
pleaae.

1 underatand that & nﬂn Lone Pine book ia due shortly and I think
your publishemy will bc pending me an advance ocopy of this.

I uould uppreoiato ey comments from you that might be helpful in

.ohnnoctloa with yeur work, but of course I do not want ‘to take up too

much’ of your time. X have & cogy of your Hewsletter No. i7 which gives
e quite a 1ot of msterisl. I presume that the biographical information

. about yau in Brian Doyle's” ‘¥ao'e- Who of Obildren's Literature'* is .
correcty I feal sure it muat be because I know that - he is extremsly

conscientious sbout suoh detalls.
n !hank gou for your oconsiderat.on, and I do hope that I am not
impoaing on you in my roquests.
With kind wishes,

_Yours sinoerely,
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Chelsea Cottage

Winchelsea . East Sussex
TN36 4HU

Winchelsea 449 (st 079 76)

18th September, 1978

Ms, Mary Cadogan
46 Overbury Avenue
Beckenham

Kent BR3 2PY

Dear Ms. Cadogan,

Thank you very much for your letter of September 12th, I have
been away for a week, so you must excuse me for not replying earlier,

I am most interested in your proposition and, of course, will do
all that I possibly can to help you, and I have posted to you this morning
by first-class mail THREE TCWERS IN TUSCANY, which is the first of the
Marston Balmnes series, and the last, which was published last May and is
called MARSTON, MASTER SPY, These happer to be the only copies that I
have, but if you would care to keep them I can easily have them replaced
by Helmemanns. Incidentally, if youwent any more, the Director to whom you
should write is Nigel Hollis. In any case I will let him know that we are
in toueh.

I enclose some of the material which I send out to 211 children
who write to me, which will give you an idea of my present activities. I
also enclose a copy of an article on my work in the current issue of
"Sussex Iife', which you may find helpful. Actually the sales of all my
books must almost certainly have now reached about 4 milliom, ==

The latest news about Lome Pine is that going back to 1943, when
MYSTERY AT WITCHEND, was first published, Collins are about to announce thi
the total sales of the books in this series from all editions have just about’
reached the two million copies. The last book, HOME TC WITCHEND, whieh will
be cut in a week's time is an "Armada Original",

The four books in the Nettleford series, originally published by
Hodders and then in Knights, have vanished, but on the whole the recoré is
a good one,

I am extremely interested in the problems of appealing to "twenagers
and shall be most interested to have your own valuable opinion on Marston
Baines, which we cannot seem to get paperbacked, and I think Heinemanns are
almost as baffled as I am about this. You will soon discover that the issues
put before young readers in this series are very "black and white" and it
just may be that there is a little too much obvious moralising in the series
as a whole. Nevertheless I do not really regret putting before young readers
these issues, but the problem is a fascinating one and I wish it were
possibly for you to come down here, so that we can talk it over,
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Chelsea Cottage

Winchelsea . East Sussex
TN36 4HU

‘Winchelsea 449 (sTD 075 76)

12th February, 1979

Mrs. Mary Cadoran
24 Southend Road
Beeltenhan

Kent I3 15D

Denr Mary,

I wos really very pleascd indeed to hear from you this
morning.

There is no neecd to return the Marston Baines letters, but
I have just seen Michael Horniman again, and, as I told you in ny last
letter, he has nothing much to add to the solving of this particular
problem, He did tell me, howover, that there are now 50 many young
editers in the children's paperback field, that they do tend to shy
away from anything which they thirk is '0ld fashioned', I am absolutely
surc, and I think you are too, that basically most children are old
fashioned, and I am still certain that wilth some luck and a lot of
expertise and the lmnmowledge of how to go about it, we may get them
inte this vital market one day,

It must be nearly tenm years ago now that they wers offered
to America = pesumably by the publishers - and the answer came back
thal they were gmood stories but young American realers of about that
age wanted 'sex' in their stories. Iow true this is I do not know,
but I think it is guite time that the inmericen naorket was tried again.

Thank you so much for talking to Livis Gollancz., I do want
to do this book for her and I will write her a friendly note this
week to telller thsat I am still interested, and what my present
situation is and the difficulties confronting me for writing the

~
=
\ﬁ§-ﬂ\\f0rt of book we both want dealing with the Shropshire Hills,

0f course, I am interested in your approach to Bedley Head
and I should Iike you to take that on.

L4
<
-~ = When you first got into touch with me last year = lucky time
for me - I think the purpose was that you were including me in a paperback
-§§\ about children's writers that you are doing for Penguin., Fresumably this
~Y is still on? IT so, of course, I would like to know how you are getting
on. As I said before yéu would be welcome down here at any time, providing
,::t you give us some notice.
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Chelsea Cottage

Winchelsea . East Sussex
TN36 4HU

Winchelsea 449 (sTtD 079 76)

19th February, 1979

Ma. Mary Cadogan
24 Southend Road
Beckenhanm

Kent BR% 15D

Dear Mary,

I hope you have got my only copy of POWER OF THREE by now,
but I do want to thank you mest sincerely and warmly for what you
heve said to me in your letter of February 16th. You hnve expressed
my ideas quite clearly about what prompted the Marsipn Baines series,
and I am very, very grateful to you for putting it all se elearly ~
particularly the point you make about my belief in the value of the
individual., T am going to let my apgent see extracts from your letter
and see exactly where we stand with regard to America.

I think I told you that I have written personally to Livia
and I am already making arrangements to try to go to Shropshire in
May and te drop all my other work until T have got down some preliminary
moterial which I can discuss with her,

But I do hope that before that you will be able to find the
time to come down here for the best part of a day.

Finally, may I say, that for years I have wanted to find
somebody who would write THE LONE PINE STCRY under that title.

Yours sincerely,

Malcolm Saville
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Chelsea Cottage
Winchelsea . East Sussex
TN36 4HU
Winchelsea 449 (stp 079 76)

(U/ 12th November, 1979
Ms, Mary Cadogan Kj
24 Southend Road

Beckenham
BR3 1SD

Dear Mary,

I have been very busy since I returned from Italy, but this
problem of THE SILENT HILLS has to be faced, and although I have writfen
some more of the Stiperstones Chapter, I felt that I must write to Livia
and I am enclosing a copy of the letter, which is being posted to her
today.

Frankly I am surprised that she does not want the sort of
factual treatment, which is obviously essential and I must give a book
which is so personal. As you know both you and I felt strongly, when
I first talked to you about it, that it must be factual and show the
reader literally how THE SILENT HILLS have changed my life,

I think that you told me on the telephone that you thought
that what I had done was interesting and readable and I think, but I
am not sure, you have some sympathy for Livia's point of view.

I am very grateful to you for your interest and counsel,
and although I think that Collins are going through rather a difficult
patch at the moment, I should be interested to know whether you have
mentioned this project to your friend, who has recently joined them.
If not I think that the approach should be made to Joan Clibbon, who
I have known for a number of years, The important thing about Collins
is that they have Fontana and it seems to me that this is a book that
could go straight into mperback.

T have had two excellent visits to both Exeter and Shrewsbury
Book Fairs and two admirable interviews with Radio Brighton for WORDS
FOR ALL SEASONS. One of these has been taped and although it is at present
with Lutterworth, if you would like to hear it, I will see that it is
sent to you, Of course, I am hoping that we shall get more reviews before
long for this book, but there have been two excellent ones in the Church
Times and the Methodist Recorder.

I hope all goes well with you and all the
















